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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilG3NpUn4IU
Information sharing is one of the fundamental aspects of human beings that can be traced back in history to the origin and evolution of homo sapiens. Generally, storytelling is an essential element for preserving people's cultural and traditional beliefs, including sharing language along with generations (Somvanshi 66). There are different ways of facilitating storytelling, from oral presentation to acting and using illustrations. However, recent studies have shown the significant impacts of using visual texts in storytelling and communication. These studies have found that information obtained from visual texts, including infographic compilations, images, and audio-visual elements, significantly impacts human beings, including emotional arousal and provoking immediate responses(Pribram 225). 
In the current digital world, the sharing of visual texts has been significantly aided by social media platforms, facilitating fast sharing, and sparking varied feelings and responses from different individuals (Puaschunder62). For instance, the viral video of Amy Cooper, who threatened to call the police on Christian Cooper, citing fear for her security. In the video, Amy Cooper, a white woman walking her dog through Central Park, was recorded by Christian Cooper, a birdwatcher, while threatening to call the NYPD on him after Christian asked her to put a leash on her dog as is required by the park’s regulations (NBC New York n. p.). The incident, coming against the backdrop of a viral video showing an African American male, George Floyd, killed by Minneapolis police. The Central park video sparked heated debate over the number of African Americans arrested by the police following false accusations based on prejudicial racial screening. 
Circulation and Responses of the Video
As soon as the video was released into the social media platforms, it circulated fast, spreading across Twitter, Facebook, and even on YouTube channels as individuals shared it across the world. The growth and development of information networks, which constitute both computing technologies and telecommunication technologies (Puaschunder71), facilitated the spread of the particular video clip, becoming among the most viewed videos at that time. Therefore, with the widespread shearing, the video sparked heated debate, splitting the country into two, based on the sentiments that individuals hold. On the one side, individuals came out condemning the act, associating it with the long history of racial profiling and prejudicial treatment that has characterized America over the years. There are numerous incidences of individuals, specifically African American persons, who have ended up incarcerated under false accusations, similar to the incident, most of whom go without getting their due justice (Burns 42). On the other side, a section of society came out to defend the woman, citing historical incidences in Central Park, claiming the lives of dozens of white women. Therefore, this group argued that Amy Cooper’s actions were justified and that filing charges against her violated her rights to expression and a safe environment.
The Video’s Reception and Coverage in Different Contexts
The video was received with utmost uproar and condemnation. A majority of society condemned the confrontation, and relevant leaders asked society members to learn to co-exist peacefully and avoid unwarranted confrontations. Additionally, the video sparked feelings of anger among the black community members, with members calling for Amy's prosecution and demanding accountability from the white community (Burns 39). Finally, the video indicated the need for an in-depth investigation into criminal offenses, particularly those suspected to be driven by racial prejudice. DeGhett (n. p.) argues that “It’s hard to calculate the consequences of a photograph’s absence.” Initially, individuals and the relevant authorities may have attempted to overlook the possibilities of racial prejudice propelling criminal prosecution. However, the video revealed the hidden ‘dark’ aspects of society, where individuals are judged by their skin color, not on merit. Furthermore, the video indicated the impacts of white nationalism in the U. S., its extent of spreading, and the adverse effects on American society(Schorr 22). 
Importance of Visual Texts in Storytelling
Visual texts, including images and multimedia files, have gained significant relevance in contemporary society's storytelling, making them important parts of the stories we tell. In particular, the introduction of advanced technologies has revolutionized the storytelling arena, facilitating the ease of creating and distributing stories to a larger audience, and facilitating active engagements that are emotionally compelling (Somvanshi 64). Advanced technologies have changed the way we tell stories, including additional details that were previously challenging, such as visual texts, which significantly impact soliciting emotions and shaping perceptions. According to DeGhett (n. p.), Jarecke took war pictures to display the real face of war, arguing that “But if I don’t take pictures like these, people like my mom will think war is what they see in movies.”Additionally, the interconnectedness facilitated by advanced technologies enable the sharing of the visual texts in real-time and the delivery of immediate reaction from the target audience (Somvanshi 64). Furthermore, visual texts have proven to be essential in creating an interactive and immersive narration experience, where emotions on specific subjects are shared freely, effectively, and efficiently between the concerned parties. 
Extensive research has ventured into determining the impacts of visual texts on individuals’ ability to understand and comprehend news and available information. According to Cross (50), there are several aspects of the content influenced by visual texts, which, in turn, impact the understanding that these individuals have regarding the specific issues. One of the aspects is that visual texts influence the formation of a macrostructure around the contentious issue, affecting individuals' perception (Cross 50). Generally, visual texts simultaneously comprise audio and visual content, which have potential consequences for understanding the implications and impacts of the presented content. Secondly, individuals often use visual texts to generate tentative hypotheses that help them grasp the information presented in the media literacy perspective(Cross 50). Every human being holds their views regarding specific topics and issues. However, the additional information provided by visual text sources facilitates an in-depth understanding of the available information. As DeGhett (n. p.) argues, “Some have argued that showing bloodshed and trauma repeatedly and sensationally can dull emotional understanding. But never showing these images in the first place guarantees that such an understanding will never develop.”
Credibility Concerns and Fake News
However, despite the growing significance of visual texts in storytelling, numerous significant drawbacks have limited the complete takeover of these forms of information sharing techniques. One of the most common drawbacks is the rising incidences of fake news. As the application of visual texts rapidly growing, imposters have gotten the opportunity to spread and transmit falsified information to achieve various goals, including spreading hatred against specific targets (Johnson& St. John III. 750). Such undertakings are associated with individuals and organizations, and governments have been implicated with engaging in conspiracies to spread falsified information. For instance, DeGhett (n. p.) argues “…the decision to not publish Jarecke’s photo was less about protecting readers than preserving the dominant narrative of the good, clean war.”These allegations are made in the backdrop of numerous policies and regulations made by the military to censor photojournalism on the battlefield. Consequently, the increased incidence of false news has raised concerns over story sources' credibility, including the visual texts available online(Johnson& St. John III. 750). The technology that has been fundamental in the growth of visual texts and their application in storytelling is now facilitating concerns over information credibility by encouraging photoshop activities. 
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